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The Christian Witch Wheel of the Year - This article was written by Adelina St. Clair - 7he Llewellyn Journal

The merging of Christianity and Paganism is a relatively new concept, one rarely talked about and one that stirs much controversy. As more
and more people speak out about their love of both Christ and of the Goddess, it becomes apparent that the practice of Christian Witchcraft is
no myth. It is real and it makes sense most in the celebrations that both Christians and Wiccans share. The feast days of the Christian and Wic-
can calendars are closely linked both in date and meaning, which gives the Christian Witch the greatest of gifts: a way to honor her Christian
tradition in the light of a Pagan practice. I offer you here a little bit of history on the development of the feasts that Pagans and Christians both
share and how these celebrations can become the focal point of a beautiful and loving spiritual practice.

The interaction between Pagan and Christian philosophies really began following the "conversion" of the Emperor Constantine. As Christian-
ity became the official religion of the Roman Empire and of its elite, the legislation and the religious practices began to reflect this change. The
establishment of Christianity as the official religion brought on the need to organize and regulate its doctrine into a coherent monotheistic phi-
losophy that contrasted quite drastically with the eclectic reality of the pagan practices of the time. The unregimented pagan cults, multiple
gods, rites, and celebrations came to be considered unfounded from an intellectual point of view, criticized as superstitious, and open to con-
stant re-interpretation. By the fourth century, it had become common practice to re-interpret pagan shrines and festivals from a Christian per-
spective. The Romans had done the same thing to the religious practices of the Celts and Germanic tribes it had conquered. The practice of
assimilation of the religion of the conquered is as old as the history of war, conquest, and submission. The conversion of Europe to Christian-
ity followed two opposing philosophies. Boniface (c.675-754) abolished the religions he encountered on his missionary journeys and destroyed
pagan holy sites in order to build new Christian ones. Pope Gregory the Great (c.540-604), on the other hand, instructed missionaries to sprin-
kle holy water and build altars containing holy relics on the site of pagan temples. Whichever method was used, it is clear that most pagan
religious practices were transformed in order to teach the Christian message in a way that was culturally relevant and easy to understand. In
fact, "modern Christianity is in many ways as much the heir of European paganism as it is of first-century Judaism'." Such a statement clearly
demonstrates the important role of paganism in the development of Christian practices. This pagan heritage is most obvious in the feasts and
celebrations we both share. The eight Wiccan Sabbats are closely linked both in date and intent to the feasts of the Christian calendar. This
makes merging the two faiths extremely easy for someone who wishes to practice Christian Witchcraft. Practicing Christian Witchcraft does
not mean you have to merge all celebrations; you can choose to focus on the Pagan aspects or on the Christian ones, or you can choose to cele-
brate both! Let’s take a look at each one and discover the Christian Witch Wheel of the Year. You’ll find here each Sabbat listed with its
Christian equivalent, along with the common themes they share. I've also included a ritual practice or tradition that can be used to build a cele-
bration that truly honors both the Christian and Pagan aspect of the feast day.

Samhain: October 31

All Saints and All Souls Days: November 1st and 2nd, respectively

The Christian celebration dates to the fourth century. It commemorates the lives of the saints and the people who have passed on. It was moved
to November 1st by Pope Gregory III to coincide with Pagan celebrations.

Common theme: Remembrance of our ancestors

Ritual practice: The dumb supper is one way to acknowledge the presence of our ancestors on the night of Samhain. It is believed that on this
night, the veil between the realm of the living and of the dead is extremely thin and that our ancestors can come back to visit. The dumb supper
consists of setting an extra place at the dinner table to welcome them back and to share in their company as we used to when they were living
amongst us. It is a great family ritual that teaches that death is a passage and that the ones who have passed on are never really forgotten.

Yule: December 21

Christmas: December 25

Yule is celebrated on the winter solstice, the longest night of the year. The date for Christmas was chosen by the roman Emperor Aurelian in
the third century, to coincide with the feast of the Unconquered Sun. So, for both these feasts, we see a strong association with the power of
the sun. Many pagan traditions were incorporated in the Christmas feast. Boniface introduced the Christmas tree, which was a Germanic tradi-
tion. Also, Santa Claus is an amalgamation of St. Nikolas and the god Odin.

Common theme: Encouraging light in times of darkness. This light is represented in various ways: the unconquered sun, the star of Bethle-
hem, Jesus as the light of the world, or simply by the ritual use of candles.

Ritual practice: Burning candles throughout the night is a practice of both Pagans and Christians. Christians still perform a midnight mass on
this night, a symbol of keeping the light burning in the darkest of the night. Pagans let candles burn all night long to give strength to the sun on
the longest night of the year.

Imbolc: February 2nd

Candlemas: February 2nd

Imbolc celebrates the efforts of the God to woo the Goddess out of her wintry sleep. For Christians, this date also honors the sacred feminine
in the person of the Virgin Mary. It is called Candlemas because it is customary to burn candles in a procession on this date.

Common theme: Devotion to the Goddess

Ritual practice: Imbolc or Candlemas is a great day to honor the Sacred Feminine. It can be done in a traditional way, like burning candles
and offering flowers at a shrine in Her honor. This date also coincides with the feast of St. Brigid, a Druid whose life work was to tend to
women’s health, particularly in childbirth. What better way, then, to honor this special day by volunteering or making a donation to your local
women’s shelter.
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Ostara: March 21st

Easter: First Sunday after the full moon occurring on or after the spring equinox

Common theme: Rebirth

Ostara celebrates the coming of spring and return of life after the dead of winter. Easter celebrates the resurrection of Christ after his descent
into the realm of the dead.

Ritual practice: There are so many ways to celebrate life. One way that I find links both the Pagan and the Christian philosophy is by the
blessing of the elements. This is done at the Easter vigil service every year, and I find that there is no better connection between Pagan and
Christian rites than this. There is the blessing of the fire and of the water, and the burning of incense to sanctify the altar. Flowers are all
around the altar. It really is a great representation of all the elements Wiccans work with regularly. You can perform the blessing of the ele-
ments in your own home with your own personalized ritual. You can then take this holy water to bless yourself and your home in a commit-
ment to bringing forth life everywhere you go.

Beltane: May 1st

May Day: May 1st

May Day is a festival that has been somewhat lost. It used to feature young girls walking in procession behind the statue of the Virgin Mary.
It seemed to indicate that these girls were of age to get married. Beltane is a fertility festival with the May Pole dance an obvious symbol of
the Great Rite.

Common theme: Fertility

Ritual practice: A way to commemorate fertility is through a symbolic Great Rite, representing the copulation of the God and Goddess to
bring life back on earth. You can use any two items that represent feminine receptivity and male virility and unite them into a state of com-
pleteness. It is a day to be a little frivolous and let you hair down, go out on the town with a significant other or go on the prowl for that
special someone...

Litha: June 21st

St. John the Baptist: June 24th

These feasts commemorate the summer solstice, the longest day of the year, and the beginning of the harvest season.

Common theme: The link between the two feasts is thin, but the importance of St. John’s day in many parts of the world is a testimony to
the importance of this day. It is a time where the solar energy is at its highest. It is a time to commemorate that strength by soaking up this
great gift.

Ritual practice: A common practice is the lighting of bonfires. It brings back this theme of energy and strength that this day is all about.

Lammas: August 1st

Loaf Mass: August 1st

Loaf mass is not celebrated anymore in the regular Church calendar. It dates back to the early Church, when it was common to make an
offering of the first fruits of the harvest as a sign of thanksgiving. Particularly, on August 1st, people brought bread that was baked with the
new wheat to be blessed during the church service. Lammas celebrates the wheat harvest and the blessing of livestock.

Common theme: Giving thanks for the wheat harvest

Ritual practice: Baking and sharing bread is a ritual both Pagans and Christians can relate to. It is especially relevant to Christians as a
commemoration of the Eucharist.

Mabon: September 21st

Thanksgiving: Variable date (Canadian Thanksgiving coincides more closely in date with Mabon)

Common theme: Giving thanks for the harvest

Ritual practice: There is no greater ritual than preparing a meal with the fruits of the harvest and giving thanks for all our blessings. That is
communing with nature and the divine in the most fundamentally human way!

I 'hope that this quick turn of the Wheel of the Year has given you a new way of looking at the celebrations Pagans and Christians share. If
you are looking towards a practice in Christian Witchcraft, I hope this has inspired you to find new ways of expressing your own special
tradition. For those of you who are strictly Pagan, I hope that this overview also helps in linking with family members and friends who may
be of Christian upbringing. Seeing the elements that unite rather than divide is a great way to continue to participate in celebrations and to
educate others on the fact that we are not that different.

Now, what of the Esbats, the full moon rituals?

I am happy to say that the night still belongs to the Goddess. By night, one way, by day, another. It is the beauty of our spiritual path that we
find such balance within it and around us. The days belong to the sun, the virile God in his countless manifestations. The nights belong to
the Goddess, under the nightly orb, reminding us of the cyclical nature of our lives in her manifestation as maiden, mother, and crone. What
beauty in this balance! By honoring both manifestations of the divine, we have come full circle in our celebration of life!

May your year be filled with the sounds of celebration and merriment!

References:

'Bowden, Hugh. Christianity: A Complete Guide. Novalis. 2005.

Cantrell, Gary. Wiccan Beliefs and Practices. Llewellyn Worldwide, 2001.

Cunningham, Scott. Wicca: A Guide for the Solitary Practitioner. Llewellyn Worldwide, 2002.
St. Clair, Adelina. The Path of a Christian Witch. Llewellyn Worldwide, 2010.




CURRENT CLASS OFFERINGS

Mondays, January 3, 10,17, 24, 31 - Guided Meditation — 8:00-8:30pm -

$Free/Donation - What is meditation? What does meditation do? Who can meditate? How
does one meditate? The way I like to explain meditation is a cleansing of the mind. Meditation
can do many things. It can make you aware, make you happy, or make you sleepy. It has many
effects. Meditation occurs when you give the mind a focus. By keeping the mind on the focus it
becomes effortless, and very relaxing. Anyone can meditate if blessed with the time and commit-
ment. Using visualization, sound, breath, chanting, nature, it’s easy to get the mind in a meditative
state. The important thing to figure out which form of meditation works best for you!

Tuesday, January 4 - Introduction to Magical Herbs — 7:00-8:30pm -

$20.00 - Join us in unlocking natures AIR element plants. Discover the sub-elemental categories as we
look into the energy breakdowns by structure, modality, and specific grouping. What properties are associated
with each particular energy? What parts of a plants structure are Fire, Air, Water, and Earth? What practical
differences are there between essential oils and herbs? ESSENTIAL OILS- Why an essential oil is inherently
Air and not a Water element. What is the energetic difference between a diffuser and burner? HERBS- When
to smudge with a stick or a bowl. Why sage should not always be used to smudge. This is an introductory
lecture for in depth courses on magical herbs, essential oils, incense crafting, and more advanced herbal stud-
ies.

LLEWELLY

Wednesdays, January 5, 12, 26 - Three Books of Occult
Philosophy Discussion Group - 6:30-8:30pm - $10.00/week

The Three Books of Occult Philosophy is the most complete repository of pagan and neo-
platonic magic ever compiled. This book is packed with material you will not find anywhere,
including extracts on magic from obscure or lost works by Pythagoras, Pliny the elder, Cicero,
Ptolemy, Plato, Aristotle, and many others. It provides extensive insight into the foundations
of all western traditions, and is the ultimate HOW TO for magical workings. It describes how
to work all manner of divinations, natural and ceremonial magic in such detail that it is still
regarded as the guide for modern and classical techniques. Please join me in exploring this
magical masterpiece.

Thursday, January 6 - Evolution/Karma/Reincarnation -
7:00pm - 8:00pm - $10.00 “What is it, What does it mean?” We will dis-
cuss the evolution of man as tied to reincarnation. We’ll look at Karma and lifestyles
and how they factor into the growth (spiritually and physically) of individuals and the
races of Man.

More Classes to be offered soon. Please check our website

often for an updated class listing. www.blueravenimports.com




CURRENT CLASS OFFERINGS

Tuesday, January 11 - Elemental Series - Air - 7:00pm -
8:30pm - $20.00 - Come and uncover the wonders of the Element of Air. Dis-

cover what it is, how it works, and the way in which it acts as a medium for all the oth-
ers. Join me in a fun exploration into all aspects of air: Astrological, Magical, Healing,

Manifestation, Stones, Herbs, and Oils.

Tuesday, January 18 - Practical Psychic Protection Part I -

7:00pm - 8:30pm - $20.00 - This class is hands on and will cover beginning styles of
protection from a wide range of paths. These modalities can be used with any tradition. We will cover: The
ritual bath; Immersing oneself in flowing water; Psychic shield; Smudging; Utilizing a black candle; Casting a
circle; How to utilize salt; Energy sweeping with a broom. You will be shown different methods for actually
performing these types of protection. This is not just a lecture. You will be doing them.*

*The ritual bath and water immersion will not be performed at the workshop.

Wednesday, January 19 - Monthly Runestone Class - 7:00pm

- 8:30pm - $20.00/M01‘1th - Our class follows a system developed by Diane
Paxson from her book “Taking Up the Runes”. We will systematically work from the beginning
of the futhark. The runes energies are studied in pairs. This course runs for 14 months con-
secutively. Study includes: Ancient Interpretations; Phonetic Meanings; Modern Interpreta-
tions; Norse Lore; Old English Interpretations; Affirmations for Individual Runes; Meditations
for Individual Runes; Individual Interpretations; Group Interpretations; and Energetic Con-
necting to the Runes, for magnified results.

Sahasrara ¢«

Thursday, January 20 - The Chakra System- 7:00pm -
8:30pm - $15.00 - Chakrais a Sanskrit word meaning spinning wheel. We
recognize the Chakra system in the human body to be the power plant of the system. It
helps to sustain, nourish, power and continually energize. We’ll study the major and
minor chakras, as well as what they actually do.

'3 Friday, January 21 - Chaldean Numerology - 7:00pm -
125 4 56y 6 8:30pm - $20.00 - One of the basic laws of the universe is that everything vibrates at
SBREC IDEERLE Ol a specific rate. In Chaldean Numerology each letter vibrates at a specific rate and is given a nu-
I E E %fl EI &Z P merical value. This system dates back to Chaldea and is the oldest, most accurate and reliable
{2 S x system in use today. In this class you will be taught this system and how to construct and read a
Y chart using it.

>

More Classes to be offered soon. Please check our website

often for an updated class listing. www.blueravenimports.com
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Sunday, January 23 - Archetypes and the Psyche— 1:00-3:00pm - $20.00 -

This 2 hour session, led by psychic Cristo L. Bowers, will introduce participants to the formal

aspects of the psyche known as Archetypes. Archetypes are energetic patterns that underlie
the formation of the psyche and give rise to its characteristics, including patterns of behavior,
talents, longings, and even frustrations. Examples of Archetypes and Archetypal Patterning
will be given from real-life scenarios as taken from various case studies illustrating the deeply
influential nature of Archetypal Energies as they demonstrate through the personality. This
special talk will explore the Shadow as well as the Celestial, or positive, aspects of the Arche-
typal Energies as they can be harnessed in support of our Birth Vision. An overview of the
process of incarnation will be given as it pertains to the advent of the Soul into materiality,
with a special emphasis on how we unconsciously cultivate Archetypal Energies, and how we
can consciously undertake the invocation of new Archetypal Energies and Patterns. This ses-
sion will be followed by a Question and Answer session.

Tuesday, January 25, - Herbal Magic Series — 7:00-8:30pm - $20.00 -

Come learn the practical applications of magical herbs. Your will need a mortar and pestle,
and a startup kit of herbs. These will be utilized as part of the class. You may bring these with
you or purchase them at a discounted class rate. Join us for a fun, hands on journey into the
magical world of herbs, and all they can do for you. Learn: How to use the tools; How to
choose your herbs; How to use different herbal modalities; How to smudge (stick or bowl); How
to prepare a sachet; How to make a poppet; How to prepare elixirs, potions, and ointments;
How to enchant herbs; How to cook and bathe with herbs.

8 Sundays, Starting January 30 - Understanding the Planets — 9:00-

11:30am - $120.00 - Sponsored by the Learning Center for Astrological Studies. Pre-
requisites: Intro to Astrology I or equivalent. 2.0 Points in Record of Achievement Program.
LeMartin Schulman, astrological author, once stated -- "one cannot build good sentences before
understanding what the words mean." This is true of the planets. A thorough understanding of
the planets is essential to analyzing how a chart is operating. This class is intended to help give
the student a thorough understanding of the astrological planetary symbolism.

More Classes to be offered soon. Please check our website

often for an updated class listing. www.blueravenimports.com
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Blue Raven is pleased to announce it
has acquired:

A Forever Purr-fect Tattoo

/4;5 2820 S. Cedar Street
(ﬁ[(i\j Suite A
(\@A@ Lansing, MI 48910

517-272-0177

Hours:

Monday: Appointment only
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 2pm-10pm
Friday, Saturday: 2pm-12am
Sunday: Closed

Show your Military ID and receive 20% off any tattoo over $100.00
Get 20% off any tattoo over $100.00 on your birthday
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